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Last week | spoke at a gospel meeting in a small town about an hour and fifteen
minutes from here. While | gained an hour on the way up there, | lost an hour on the
way back. Leaving at 5:30 PM to get back around 11:00 PM is not something | cannot
handle, but doing it five days in a row seemed to catch me by surprise.

In 2006, the Concise Oxford English Dictionary announced that the word time was the most often used
noun in the English language. As Americans, “Ti—i—i—i—me" is not always on our side. Consider the
following suggestions to implement next time life may catch us by surprise:

1. Slow Down to Regroup — That's right! Slow down. So many times we skip to suggestion three
(moving forward) without even considering suggestions one or two. Why is that? Likely the same reason
life caught you by surprise in the first place —i.e. you did not slow down enough to stop and pray. The
Psalmist said, “Meditate within your heart on your bed, and be still” (Ps.4:4).

2. Stop to Pray — Go to that quiet place Jesus so often went to (Mt.14:13-24; cf. Mt.6:1ff). When things
are jumbled, we need to regroup so times of refreshing may come. Prayer is the way we let our Father
know that we need Him and the strength only He is able to provide (Ps.46:1; 2 Cor.1:3-4).

3. Move Forward to the Goal — After slowing down to regroup and stopping to pray to our heavenly
Father, we are now ready to move forward with life. When life catches us by surprise it is so easy to lose our
focus. We may find that we have too many “irons in the fire;” when this happens — slow down, stop to pray,
and begin to move forward one step at time. Paul said, “...but one thing | do, forgetting those things which
are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead. | press toward the goal...” (Phil.3:13-14).
(Shane Robinson)
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Do you remember the Old Testament story of
Eliam? Ok, maybe not. Eliam is a rather obscure
character in the Old Testament. In fact he is only
mentioned twice, but here’s his story. Eliam was a
father of a little girl. Like all fathers he loved his
daughter and watched her grow into a beautiful young
lady. The day finally came that Eliam gave his
daughter’s hand to a young man to be his wife. Eliam’s
daughter and son-in-law were making a life together
when tragedy befell them. One day, when Eliam’s son-
in-law was away at work, several men came to his
home, took his wife away, and gave her to their leader,
and he had sexual relations with her. Not only that, but
this man of power also had Eliam’s son-in-law
murdered.

For the record, Eliam’s son-in-law was Uriah. His
daughter was Bathsheba. And the man of power was
King David. Ah!, now you know the story. It was just
told from a different perspective, through the eyes of
Eliam. We know and love King David in spite of his
murderous and adulterous actions. We “brush off” his
mistakes and count him as one of our heroes.

But here’s my question. Do you think Eliam viewed
David as a hero? Through the eyes of Eliam, how do
you suppose the man who murdered his son-in-law,
and stole away his daughter was viewed? Do you think
it might have been harder for Eliam to forgive David,
than it has been for us? Surely, but that brings me to
my point.

We can talk about forgiveness all day long and know
all the right answers, but we may not appreciate how
much work this spiritual discipline requires.
Forgiveness is easy until you really need to forgive
someone. Loving your enemies is easy until you really
have an enemy of your own.

Friends, don't get overconfident in your ability and
willingness to forgive. Continue to work at and mature
in this spiritual discipline. And when you think you've
arrived, go back and try looking through the eyes of
Eliam.

A boastful voice may say, "l could have told you...
...if you care about people, you risk being hurt and
disappointed.”

...if you teach someone the Bible, you will risk being
misunderstood, misquoted, or even embarrassed at
times.”

...if you share your prosperity with others in need, you
will risk being taken, thought a fool, and you may even
go broke.”

...if you take the lead in some good work, you risk
making mistakes in judgment and taking the blame for
the failures.”

The voice comes to taunt, "l could have told you...”
But brethren, it is not the voice of God that says, "“sit
and do nothing out of fear!” He did not give us “a spirit
of fear” (2 Timothy 1:7). The Lord’s business is risky
business in the eyes of the materialist. But to those
who love and trust God, there is no risk, only reward.
We see our goal ahead and not the pebbles of the
roadway!

The apostle Paul not only stumped his toes traveling
with the gospel, he was stoned, beaten with rods,
shipwrecked (2 Corinthians 11:25), despised (2
Corinthians 4;10), forsaken by those he helped (2
Timothy 4:16), and considered by many to be foolish (2
Corinthians 4:10). Someone in his generation probably
said, "I could have told you...” But Paul knew all the
risks, and still chose to be active in the Lord’s work.

James 4:17 still reads, “Therefore, to him who knows
to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.” When
we know to do good, but fail because of lack of effort,
it shows our lack of faith in God. Those who do nothing
may brag that they never stumped their toes, but they
also never got anywhere in the Lord’s work.

Study carefully the scene in Matthew 25 regarding
those who did nothing and hear the voice of the Lord
say, “"Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting
fire...” (v.41). Now | ask, dear reader: Who really is
foolish and who really runs greater risks - those who
bury their talents and stand still doing nothing, or
those who, like Paul, “press toward the goal for the
prize of the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus” (Philippians 3:14).
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Let us sit down with you. We
will read the Bible together
and answer some questions.

House to House Heart to Heart is mailed 6 times a year.

If you would like to receive the publication contact the
church office @ 423.894.5373.
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Looking for God in your life
again? Returning to Truth
DVD is free upon request.

Looking for God in your
life? Searching for Truth
DVD is free upon request.
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Request a FREE Bible Study

We would love to have an opportunity to sit down and study the Bible with you. We do not take any certain
approach when discussing the Bible. Contact us and let us know what your needs are and we will go from there.
Consider the following options:

Let us sit
down with our
Bibles, and
answer the
questions you
have.

Lake Hillg 4519 OakHillRd.

The Lake Hills Letter is a ministry of the Lake Hills church of Christ
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Chattanooga, TN 37416

Office: 423.894.5373
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