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In Genesis 15, Jehovah made a promise to Abraham. He declared that the patriarch’s seed would 

someday possess the territory between “the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates” (v. 

18). Has the promise been fulfilled? Premillennialists contend that it has not.  Of this passage, Allan 

Ross, of the Dallas Theological Seminary, writes: “Israel has never possessed this land in its entirety, but 

she will when Christ returns to reign as Messiah” (The Bible Knowledge Commentary, I, p. 56). 

The foregoing statement stands in bold contrast to the plain testimony of the Bible itself. During the 

reign of Solomon, the kingdom of Israel did extend from the river of Egypt (el-Arish, not the Nile) to the 

Euphrates River in Mesopotamia. Note the testimony of 1 Kings 4:21. 

“And Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the River [Euphrates] unto the land of the Philistines, 

and unto the border of Egypt: they brought tribute, and served Solomon all the days of his life” (cf. 2 

Chronicles 9:26).  Further, the psalmist, in describing the same historical circumstance, wrote: “It [the 

nation of Israel] sent out its branches unto the sea, and its shoots unto the River” (Psalm 80:11). Thus, 

in the margin of your Bible, beside Genesis 15:18, write: See 1 Kgs. 4:21; 2 Chron.9:26; Ps.80:11. 

There is no land promise awaiting the Jewish people in the future. The Hebrew people lost their deed to 

material territory as a result of their spiritual rebellion, which was consummated by their murder of the 

Messiah. (see Joshua 23:15-16). 

The only hope now for those of Jewish background is in the gospel of Jesus Christ (Romans 1:16-17). 

This article was written by Wayne Jackson.  Its original title was “Genesis 15:18 – Will Israel Once Again 
Possess the Promised Land?”  It can also be viewed at www.christiancourier.com  
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The Stranger in Our 

House 
Unknown Author 
 

     A few months before I was born, my Dad met a 
stranger who was new to our small Tennessee town. 
From the beginning, Dad was fascinated with this 
enchanting newcomer and soon invited him to live with 
our family. The stranger was quickly accepted and was 
around to welcome me into the world a few months 
later. 
     As I grew up, I never questioned his place in my 
family. In my young mind, he had a special niche. My 
parents were complementary instructors: Mom taught 
me the word of God, and Dad taught me to obey it. 
     But the stranger? He was our storyteller. He would 
keep us spellbound for hours on end with adventures, 
mysteries and comedies. If I wanted to know anything 
about politics, history or science, he always knew the 
answers about the past, understood the present, and 
even seemed able to predict the future! He took my 
family to the first major league ballgame. He made me 
laugh.  This stranger never stopped talking, but Dad 
didn't seem to mind. 
     Sometimes Mom would get up quietly while the rest 
of us were shushing each other to listen to what he had 
to say, and she would go to her room and read her 
books. (I wonder now if she ever prayed for the 
stranger to leave.) 
     Dad ruled our household with certain moral 
convictions, but the stranger never felt obligated to 
honor them. Profanity, for example, was not allowed in 
our home ...not from us, our friends or any visitor. Our 
longtime visitor, however, got away with four-letter 
words that burned my ears and made my Dad squirm 
and my Mother blush. 
     My Dad was a teetotaler who didn't permit alcohol in 
the home, not even for cooking. But the stranger 
encouraged us to try it on a regular basis. He made 
cigarettes look cool, cigars manly, and pipes 
distinguished. He talked freely (much too freely!) about 
sex. His comments were sometimes blatant, 
sometimes suggestive, and generally embarrassing. 
 

     I now know that my early concepts about 
relationships were influenced strongly by the 
stranger. Time after time, he opposed the values of 
my parents, yet he was seldom rebuked ... And 
NEVER asked to leave. 
     More than fifty years have passed since the 
stranger moved in with our family. He has blended 
right in and is not nearly as fascinating as he was at 
first. Still, if you were to walk into my parents' den 
today you would still find him sitting over in his 
corner, waiting for someone to listen to him talk and 
watch him draw his pictures. His name?... 
     We just call him T.V. 

A Genuine Bargain In 

Religion 
by: Gerald Cowan 
 

     It takes more than a reduced price to qualify as a 
real bargain. Some fixed price items can be bargains 
too, if what you get is worth more than you pay,  
even at full undiscounted price. 
     People may be bargain hunters in religion too. 
They seek a religion that provides benefits greater 
than the cost. What they often end up with is 
something that cannot provide their real spiritual 
needs, but people will accept it because of the 
reduced cost and commitment on their part. They 
want to be accepted and approved even though they 
make a minimal contribution in service, money, etc. 
     True Christianity is "fair traded." The price is not 
negotiable but fixed. Its price cannot be lowered or 
raised.  The cost is complete surrender and 
commitment of oneself to the Lord, willingness to be 
added to the one and only true church by the Lord 
Himself and to function only under His headship. 
     Even with the extremely high cost Christianity is a 
bargain. The forgiveness of sins, ability to cope with 
the demands of life, endless spiritual blessings, and 
the promise of heaven at the end of it - this far 
outweighs the cost. 
     It is worth noting that the cost for the Christian is 
less than what it cost Jesus Christ to provide 
salvation and heaven for sinners. Be glad you don't 
have to pay that price.  



A desire to have the 

Scriptures on our 

side is one thing, 

and a desire to be 

on the side of the 

Scriptures is an-

other.  

Please fill out a visitorès 
card and place it in the 
collection plate or 
pass it to the end of 
the aisle so we can 
have a record of your 
attendance.  
 

We want you to know you are always 
welcome here.  We pray as you leave 
today you will be encouraged, as well 
as renewed, by worshipping God in 
spirit and in truth.  Please let us know if 
we can do anything to help you.   

Godõs Plan For Our   
Salvation 

Hear the GospelHear the Gospel Romans 10:17Romans 10:17 

BelieveBelieve Hebrews 11:6; Hebrews 11:6; 

John 8:24John 8:24 

Repent of past Repent of past 

sinssins 

Luke 13:3;           Luke 13:3;           

Acts 17:30Acts 17:30 

Confess Jesus as Confess Jesus as 

LordLord 

Acts 8:36Acts 8:36--37;      37;      

Romans 10:9Romans 10:9--1010 

Be baptized for Be baptized for 

the remission of the remission of 

sinssins 

Mark 16:16; Acts Mark 16:16; Acts 

2:38; 1 Peter 3:212:38; 1 Peter 3:21 

Live a Christian Live a Christian 

lifelife 

1 Peter 2:9;      1 Peter 2:9;      

Revelation 2:10Revelation 2:10 

Word Search 
1Thessalonians 5:12-28  

Food For Thought 

BRETHREN KISS SOUL 

COMPLETELY PATIENT TEST 

ESTEEM PRAY UNRULY 
EVERYTHING PRESERVED UPHOLD 

EVIL QUENCH WARN 
FAINTHEARTED RECOGNIZE WEAK 

FORM RENDERS  
HIGHLY SANCTIFY  

T C O M P L E T E L Y G M P 

W S R R G W E A K T O A R C 

A T E D P R A Y S D S O U L 

R N G T P W G A T E K C E S 

N E N A I H E R D T N Y S R 

N I I H U I Z A E R Q G T E 

K T H N S G I S V A U R E D 

D A T E Y H N A R E P H E N 

T P Y R Y L G N E H H C M E 

M Z R H L Y O C S T O N M R 

W H E T U O C T E N L E R K 

L I V E R C E I R I D U O I 

Y Z E R N O R F P A H Q F S 

N U R B U S B Y I F I D I S 



 4519 Oak Hill Rd. 

Chattanooga, TN 37416 

Office: 423.894.5373 

SERVICES OFFERED 
 

SUNDAY: 

Bible Study ɀ 9:30 am 

Worship ɀ 10:30 am 

Worship ɀ 6:00 pm 
 

TUESDAY: 

Ladies Class ɀ 10:00 am 
 

WEDNESDAY: 

Bible Study ɀ 7:00 pm 
 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

FIRST FRIDAY 

FELLOWSHIP 

1st Friday of the month 

(potluck @ 6:00 pm) 
 

TEEN DEVOTION 

2nd Thursday of the 

month (6:00ɂ8:00 pm) 
 

TEEN SINGING 

2nd Sunday of the month 

(2:30ɂ4:00 pm) 
 

ERLANGER PROGRAM  

4th Monday of the month 

(10:00 amɂ12:00 pm) 

Check out  gbntv.org  

7ÁÔÃÈ Ȱ'ÏÏÄ .Å×Ó 4ÏÄÁÙȱ ÏÎ 

Direct TV channel 225ɂ9am 

Dish Network 9407 & 9396 - 12pm-1pm 

Watch Sundays at 8:00am on WDEF TV 12 (cable 13) 

Preaching the Gospel with 

James Watkins Sundays at 7-8am on 

WFLI TV 53 (cable 6) 

House to House Heart to Heart is mailed 6 times a year.  

If you would like to receive the publication contact the 

church office @ 423.894.5373. 

We would love to have an opportunity to sit down and study the Bible with you.  We do not take any certain 

approach when discussing the Bible.  Contact us and let us know what your needs are and we will go from there.  

Consider the following options: 

Request a FREE Bible Study 

Let us sit down with you.  We 
will read the Bible together 
and answer some questions. 

Let us sit 
down with our 

Bibles, and 
answer the 

questions you 
have.   

Work by yourself in our 

Bible study by mail.  We 

pay postage. 

Looking for God in your 

life?  Searching for Truth 

DVD is free upon request. 

Looking for God in your life 

again?  Returning to Truth 

DVD is free upon request. 

The Lake Hills Letter is a ministry of the Lake Hills church of Christ 

http://www.gbntv.org/
http://www.searchingfortruth.org/?134,177
http://preachingthegospeltv.com/
http://www.searchtv.org/
http://www.housetohouse.com/
http://www.housetohouse.com/
http://wvbs.org/details.cfm?CourseID=268

