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WHY DO PREACHERS NEED TO BE SHOWN MERCY?
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anywhere from five to twenty hours in preparation for every sermon | preach, and two to ten hours for
every class | teach. With a minimal two sermons and two classes to produce every week you are looking at

about thirty hours in preparation each week. (I recently heard someone say thirty minutes of preaching is
comparable to eight hours of manual labor.)

| spoke with a preacher this week who is working very hard in his first full time work. He was
discouraged because of a sister in Christ who came to his office and told him she did not think he has what
it takes to be a preacher and he should think about doing something else as a career. | personally know this
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match. This sister was not only wrong in her evaluation of this young preacher, she was also wrong in her
unmerciful actions towards him!

How many young preachers have given up preaching because they have not been shown mercy? Sadly, |
can personally think of several capable men who gave up preaching (or teaching) because of something
someone said or did to them or their family. (continued on page 2)



The Young Preacher and
Mercy

(continued from page one)

| remember asking an instructor in school if the
work of a preacher becomes easier with experience.
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sermons gets easier with experience, but the people
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Now, consider a couple of ways we can show
mercy to young preachers. First of all, make him
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out in the ministry need to be reassured they are
doing a good job. If it were not for good brethren
encouraging me after | delivered the invitation,
lead a song on singing night, or lead the closing
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opportunities arose. Another way we can show
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unfortunately many young preachers who have great wonder if Apollos would have been the preacher

potential never take off because of the criticisms and
unmerciful actions of others.

he became if it were not for Aquilla and Pricilla
lovingly and privately correcting him (Acts
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couple reasons why we need to show mercy and
some ways in which mercy can be shown.

First of all, show mercy to young preachers
because what you think is a piece of coal may very
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(Mk.1:17). Secondly, your words and actions have
influence in the direction the young preacher takes in
his life. From my perception, most men begin
preaching between the ages of 17 and 40. From my
studies, happiness and success later in life are
determined in this stage. Be careful what you say to
and how you treat new preachers; extreme actions
may cause the brother to go in the wrong direction
(see Jas.1:19; 2 Tim.2:24-25).
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emphasize these types of errors. Granted they
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constructive to say to a young preacher to build
him up, then you likely need to keep your
complaints to yourself (Rom.14:19)!

To Be Continued
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SERVICES OFFERED

SUNDAY:
Bible Study 7 9:30 am
Worship z 10:30 am
Worship z 5:00 pm

TUESDAY:
Ladies Class 7 10:00 am

WEDNESDAY:
Bible Study z 7:00 pm

MONTHLY EVENTS
FIRST FRIDAY
FELLOWSHIP
1st Friday of the month
(potluck @ 6:00 pm)
MONTHLY DEVOTIONAL

2nd Thursday of the
month (6:007 8:00 pm)

TEEN SINGING
2nd Sunday of the month
(2:307 4:00 pm)
ERLANGER PROGRAM
4th Monday of the month
(10:00 am? 12:00 pm)

ket flouse 7o fouse <@ heart $o heart¥

We would love to have an opportunity to sit down and
study the Bible with you. We do not have anything to

us and let us know what your needs are and we will go
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THE LAKE HILLS LIBRARY SPOTLIGHT
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its scholarship, fairness, and accuracy.

CHRISTIANITY THROUGH THE CENTURIES, by Earle E. Cairns. A textbook covering
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Request a FREE Bible Study

House to House Heart to Heart is mailed 6 times a year.
If you would like to receive the publication contact the
church office @ 423.894.5373.

hide when it comes to discussing the Bible. Contact

from there. Consider the following options:

OPTION 1
Work by yourself in our

Bible study by mail. We
pay postage.
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again? Returning to Truth
DVD is free upon request.

FAITH AND WORKS
Kughtly Urning e Werd
THE HEW TESTAMENT

Looking for God in your
THE OUD TESTAMENT

life? Searching for Truth
DVD is free upon request.
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OPTION 2
Let us sit down with our
Bibles, and answer the
guestions you have.

Lake H“IS 4519 Oak Hill Rd.
——
( =Py chureh of Christ

Chattanooga, TN 37416

Office: 423.894.5373

Books selected in the spotlight are located on the table in the foyer and are available for chedfout

The Lake Hills Letter is a ministry of the Lake Hills church of Christ
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