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“The gunman entered during the service and walked up to the pulpit,” CNN reported on their website. “  
“The first shot hit the pastor's Bible…It hit the very top of the Bible and exploded on top of the Bible 
and turned into what many thought was confetti" (ABC News). “’Fred Winters was at the pulpit at the 
First Baptist Church in Maryville, Ill., at 8:15 a.m. local time when a man wearing dark clothing 
approached the pulpit, exchanged words with the pastor and then fired four shots,’ Illinois State Police 
Director Larry Trent said at a news conference late today *3/08/09+” (ABC News). 

This story brings back memories of what an instructor told his students who were studying Homiletics 
(sermon preparation), “Preach every sermon as if it were your last.”  It is hard to fathom, but every 
sermon I preach could be my last.  It would be a lot easier if I knew when my last sermon would be, but 
I am not promised tomorrow nor am I able to foretell the future.  Assuming I could know the sermon I 
was preparing for would be my last, the following observations would be made: 

1. God is GRACIOUS – God’s grace saved the world once (Genesis 6:8); God’s grace will save the world 
again (John 1:17; Titus 2:11-14; Romans 5:1-8). 

2. God is RECEIVING – God wants us to come to Him (Matthew 11:28-30; Revelation 22:17; 1 Timothy 
2:4); God wants us to come to Him on His terms (2 Peter 3:9; Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Romans 10:9-
10).  

3. God is JUST – He will reward those who obey His commands (Hebrews 11:6; Colossians 3:24; John 
14:15); He will punish those who do not obey His commands (Matthew 25:41-46; 2 Thessalonians 
1:7-9).            
                   (Shane Robinson) 
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Religious Titles Forbidden 
 

By: Stephen R. Bradd 
 

     After blasting the scribes and Pharisees for their 
hypocrisy and desire to be "seen by men," Jesus 
proceeds to give special instructions for His 
followers:  
"But you, do not be called 'Rabbi'; for One is your 
Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brethren. Do not 
call anyone on earth your father; for One is your 
Father, He who is in heaven. And do not be called 
teachers; for One is your Teacher, the Christ. But he 
who is greatest among you shall be your servant. And 
whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself will be exalted" (Matt. 23:8-12).  

     Jesus did not want His disciples to use religious 
titles. The title of "Rabbi" was reserved for the Jewish 
doctors of the Law of Moses. The word itself meant 
"master" or "teacher." A modern religious equivalent 
would be the title "Doctor" (e.g., Doctor of Divinity, 
Doctor of Theology, Doctor of Ministry, etc.). Jesus' 
point in this section is that His followers should not 
use religious titles to create artificial distinctions 
among themselves. The use of titles tends to imply 
that a certain one has more authority or is superior 
(e.g., Reverend, Most Right Reverend, etc.). Such is 
not the case religiously, even if a man has decades of 
experience, has completed years of advanced 
studies, and has a host of "letters" he could use after 
his name. Pursuing religious education is a good 
thing, even at an advanced level. However, such a 
one should be content to be known simply as one of 
the "brethren."  
     Let it be understood that it is not inherently wrong 
to refer to oneself or someone else descriptively as a 
"teacher." This can be shown to be the case from 
passages such as: Acts 13:1, I Timothy 2:7, and II 
Timothy 1:11. Jesus is prohibiting the use of the 
words in this section (i.e., "rabbi," "father," and 
"teacher") when they are used as titles of religious 
honor, authority, or superiority.  

Our Lord wants all to be 
humble, even those with 
g r e a t  s p i r i t u a l 
knowledge.  "Do not call 
anyone on earth your 
father; for One is your 
Father, He who is in 
heaven" - One might 
rightly wonder how our 
Catholic friends can miss 
this simple command. They fondly refer to their 
local church leader as "Father," and they certainly 
mean it as a religious title. Do they not understand 
Jesus' teaching here, or do they simply disobey His 
command out of ignorance?  

     It should be observed that this prohibition 
would not forbid a physical son from referring to 
his male parent as "father." It also would not ban a 
"spiritual son" from referring to his "father in the 
faith" as such (e.g., I Cor. 4:15).  

     Rather than exalting ourselves with religious 
titles, Jesus wants us to be humble servants - "But 
he who is greatest among you shall be your 
servant. And whoever exalts himself will be 
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be 
exalted" (cf. Luke 14:11; 18:14).  

     In this chapter thus far, Jesus has rebuked the 
scribes and Pharisees for their public displays (i.e., 
all the things they did "to be seen by men"). Dear 
friends, we today as followers of Christ must be 
mindful of our motives. It is possible to do the 
right thing for the wrong reason. May we empty 
ourselves of pride and seek to do God's will 
faithfully--regardless of who is or isn't watching 
and regardless of the arrogant titles that many 
religious leaders use!  



Please fill out a visitorès 
card and place it in the 
collection plate or 
pass it to the end of 
the aisle so we can 
have a record of your 
attendance.  
 

We want you to know you are always 
welcome here.  We pray as you leave 
today you will be encouraged, as well 
as renewed, by worshipping God in 
spirit and in truth.  Please let us know if 
we can do anything to help you.   

Godõs Plan For Our   
Salvation 

Hear the GospelHear the Gospel Romans 10:17Romans 10:17 

BelieveBelieve Hebrews 11:6; Hebrews 11:6; 

John 8:24John 8:24 

Repent of past Repent of past 

sinssins 

Luke 13:3;           Luke 13:3;           

Acts 17:30Acts 17:30 

Confess Jesus as Confess Jesus as 

LordLord 

Acts 8:36Acts 8:36--37;      37;      

Romans 10:9Romans 10:9--1010 

Be baptized for Be baptized for 

the remission of the remission of 

sinssins 

Mark 16:16; Acts Mark 16:16; Acts 

2:38; 1 Peter 3:212:38; 1 Peter 3:21 

Live a Christian Live a Christian 

lifelife 

1 Peter 2:9;      1 Peter 2:9;      

Revelation 2:10Revelation 2:10 

Word Search 
Titus 2:10 -14  

House To House Note  

Please plan on staying 

after services tonight to 

help with the labeling and 

tabbing of               

House to House  

We have added about 

850 more homes to 

previous our mailing list.  

Please pray for this 

effort.  
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ADORN PURIFY SPECIAL 
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 4519 Oak Hill Rd. 

Chattanooga, TN 37416 

Office: 423.894.5373 

SERVICES OFFERED 
 

SUNDAY: 

Bible Study ɀ 9:30 am 

Worship ɀ 10:30 am 

Worship ɀ 6:00 pm 
 

TUESDAY: 

Ladies Class ɀ 10:00 am 
 

WEDNESDAY: 

Bible Study ɀ 7:00 pm 
 

MONTHLY EVENTS 
 

GAME NIGHT: 

1st Friday of the month 

(potluck @ 6:00 pm) 
 

TEEN DEVOTION 

2nd Thursday of the 

month (6:00ɂ8:00 pm) 
 

TEEN SINGING 

2nd Sunday of the month 

(2:30ɂ4:00 pm) 
 

ERLANGER PROGRAM  

4th Monday of the month 

(10:00 amɂ12:00 pm) 

Check out  gbntv.org  

7ÁÔÃÈ Ȱ'ÏÏÄ .Å×Ó 4ÏÄÁÙȱ ÏÎ 

Direct TV channel 225 - 9am 

Dish Network 9407 - 12pm 

Watch Sundays at 8:00am on WDEF TV 12 (cable 13) 

Preaching the Gospel with 

James Watkins Sundays at 7-8am on 

WFLI TV 53 (cable 6) 

House to House Heart to Heart is mailed 6 times a year.  

If you would like to receive the publication contact the 

church office @ 423.894.5373. 

We would love to have an opportunity to sit down and study the Bible with you.  We do not take any certain 

approach when discussing the Bible.  Contact us and let us know what your needs are and we will go from there.  

Consider the following options: 

Request a FREE Bible Study 

Let us sit down with you.  We 
will read the Bible together 
and answer some questions. 

Let us sit 
down with our 

Bibles, and 
answer the 

questions you 
have.   

Work by yourself in our 

Bible study by mail.  We 

pay postage. 

Looking for God in your 

life?  Searching for Truth 

DVD is free upon request. 

Looking for God in your life 

again?  Returning to Truth 

DVD is free upon request. 

The Lake Hills Letter is a ministry of the Lake Hills church of Christ 

http://www.gbntv.org/
http://www.searchingfortruth.org/?134,177
http://preachingthegospeltv.com/
http://www.searchtv.org/
http://www.housetohouse.com/
http://www.housetohouse.com/
http://wvbs.org/details.cfm?CourseID=268

