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 Again let us look at our proof text, Ephesians 4:11, “And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some 

prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers."  Please note the distinction made between 
evangelists (i.e. those who tell the good message) and pastors (i.e. those who shepherd).  It is clear that Paul 

is addressing two different offices.  This does not mean a person could not occupy more than one office 
(Peter did – see 1 Peter 5:1; cf. also 1 Tim.5:17), but simply evangelists and pastors are two different offices 

(just as apostles and pastors are two different offices).  We may also note the word “pastors” is a noun in the 
masculine form.  This means that the office of Pastor can only be occupied by a male (cf. 1 Tim.3:2).  The 

Bible does not speak of a single pastor system, nor does it speak of a husband and wife pastor system, 

although very popular among denominations. 

Within the local church, there may be elders (pastors), deacons, and preachers, but these are simply 

offices and not terms to be used as titles.  I am Shane your brother in Christ who proclaims the good news of 
Jesus Christ, but I am not Brother, Preacher, Evangelist Shane.  Among our fellowship the terms Brother, 

Pastor, Elder, Preacher, and Evangelist are sometimes used as distinguishing and elevating modifiers.  Jesus 
warned against this very idea (Mt.23:1-12).  Nothing gets under my skin more than to be called “Preacher.”  

Well to do brethren will often say, “Here comes the Preacher,” or “ask the Preacher,” and don’t forget “hey 
Preacher”! 

So to conclude our study entitled, “Are you the Pastor,” I say NO!  First of all, I do not meet the 

qualifications mentioned in the Bible to be a pastor.  Secondly, while the Bible speaks of being a pastor, it 
does not speak of being THE pastor.  Lastly, while I appreciate your kindness of calling me Reverend, Pastor, 

Father, etc., Jesus spoke against having a spirit of “self elevation” (Mt.18:1ff; 20:20ff), so in order to keep me 
humble, please just call me Shane!         
                (Shane Robinson) 
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     When I was in junior high and high school, I enjoyed 

spending some of my free time in the summers 

painting. No, not houses or fences--landscapes on 

paper. I was fortunate enough to even sell four or five 

of my better pieces. But, that was back in the day when 

life was simple and responsibilities were few--I had 

plenty of time for art. 

Those days are long gone now, but I don't miss them. 

Instead of trying to paint masterpieces, I now spend 

many hours each week preparing lessons, writing 

articles, and studying the Bible. I'll be the first one to 

admit that most of my sermons are not masterpieces. 

Ironically, sometimes I will present a lesson that I think 

is outstanding, and I get the impression that others did 

not perceive it as anything special. On the other hand, 

sometimes a sermon that doesn't seem like much to 

me may really resonate with a listener. 

I guess a lot of it has to do with one's perspective and 

personal preferences. With art, a masterpiece to one 

person is nothing more than a picture to someone else. 

It's the same way with sermons and preaching. Even 

the best sermons fail to some extent. There are many 

reasons why this happens. Let's consider five such 

reasons briefly at this time. 

1. Some sermons fail because people don't pay 

attention.   

It doesn't get much simpler than that. When people 

daydream during sermons (or any other learning 

opportunity), they've determined to make the lesson a 

failure for them personally. One cannot learn when his 

mind is elsewhere. Is this a problem unique to our day? 

Nope. The apostle Paul was an inspired preacher! 

Surely, there is no better preacher than an inspired one, 

but nevertheless, Eutychus fell asleep (Acts 20:9)! 

2. Some sermons fail because people ridicule 

that which is preached.  

In the city of Athens, Paul preached of the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, and the Athenians 

mocked the sermon (Acts 17:32). Many of them 

scoffed at the notion of life after death. To the 

extent that they rejected the sermon, they 

deemed it a failure. People still ridicule sermons 

today--sometimes verbally, sometimes mentally. 

3. Some sermons fail because people consider 

themselves unworthy of eternal life.  

Although that may sound harsh, the apostle from 

Tarsus stated this very reason for why his 

preaching failed for some in Antioch of Pisidia. 

The Jews were so envious of Paul and Barnabas 

that they contradicted the sermons that were 

preached--they judged themselves unworthy of 

everlasting life (Acts 13:46). Certainly this still 

happens today. 

4. Some sermons fail because the hearer will 

not endure sound doctrine.  

They want to hear sermons that tickle the ears, 

not Biblical preaching with substance. They resent 

reproving and rebuking, and they reject the truth 

of sound doctrine (II Tim. 4:2,3). 

5. Some sermons fail because false doctrines 

and fables have already been accepted.  

Some listen to sermons with their mind already 

made up (II Tim. 4:4). Their view is set in concrete, 

so to speak, and they will not yield no matter how 

powerfully the preacher presents his points. This 

type of hearer has no room for the truth. 
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Please fill out a visitorès 
card and place it in the 
collection plate or 
pass it to the end of 
the aisle so we can 
have a record of your 
attendance.  
 

We want you to know you are always 
welcome here.  We pray as you leave 
today you will be encouraged, as well 
as renewed, by worshipping God in 
spirit and in truth.  Please let us know if 
we can do anything to help you.   

Godõs Plan For Our   
Salvation 

Hear the GospelHear the Gospel Romans 10:17Romans 10:17 

BelieveBelieve Hebrews 11:6; Hebrews 11:6; 

John 8:24John 8:24 

Repent of past Repent of past 

sinssins 

Luke 13:3;           Luke 13:3;           

Acts 17:30Acts 17:30 

Confess Jesus as Confess Jesus as 

LordLord 

Acts 8:36Acts 8:36--37;      37;      

Romans 10:9Romans 10:9--1010 

Be baptized for Be baptized for 

the remission of the remission of 

sinssins 

Mark 16:16; Acts Mark 16:16; Acts 

2:38; 1 Peter 3:212:38; 1 Peter 3:21 

Live a Christian Live a Christian 

lifelife 

1 Peter 2:9;      1 Peter 2:9;      

Revelation 2:10Revelation 2:10 
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Matthew 23:1 -12  
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 4519 Oak Hill Rd. 

Chattanooga, TN 37416 

Office: 423.894.5373 

SERVICES OFFERED 
 

SUNDAY: 

Bible Study ɀ 9:30 am 

Worship ɀ 10:30 am 

Worship ɀ 6:00 pm 
 

TUESDAY: 

Ladies Class ɀ 10:00 am 
 

WEDNESDAY: 

Bible Study ɀ 7:00 pm 
 

MONTHLY EVENTS 
 

GAME NIGHT: 

1st Friday of the month 

(potluck @ 6:00 pm) 
 

TEEN DEVOTION 

2nd Thursday of the 

month (6:00ɂ8:00 pm) 
 

TEEN SINGING 

2nd Sunday of the month 

(2:30ɂ4:00 pm) 
 

ERLANGER PROGRAM  

4th Monday of the month 

(10:00 amɂ12:00 pm) 

Check out  gbntv.org  
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Direct TV channel 225ɂ9am 

Dish Network 9407 & 9396 - 12pm-1pm 

Watch Sundays at 8:00am on WDEF TV 12 (cable 13) 

Preaching the Gospel with 

James Watkins Sundays at 7-8am on 

WFLI TV 53 (cable 6) 

House to House Heart to Heart is mailed 6 times a year.  

If you would like to receive the publication contact the 

church office @ 423.894.5373. 

We would love to have an opportunity to sit down and study the Bible with you.  We do not take any certain 

approach when discussing the Bible.  Contact us and let us know what your needs are and we will go from there.  

Consider the following options: 

Request a FREE Bible Study 

Let us sit down with you.  We 
will read the Bible together 
and answer some questions. 

Let us sit 
down with our 

Bibles, and 
answer the 

questions you 
have.   

Work by yourself in our 

Bible study by mail.  We 

pay postage. 

Looking for God in your 

life?  Searching for Truth 

DVD is free upon request. 

Looking for God in your life 

again?  Returning to Truth 

DVD is free upon request. 

The Lake Hills Letter is a ministry of the Lake Hills church of Christ 

http://www.gbntv.org/
http://www.searchingfortruth.org/?134,177
http://preachingthegospeltv.com/
http://www.searchtv.org/
http://www.housetohouse.com/
http://www.housetohouse.com/
http://wvbs.org/details.cfm?CourseID=268

