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     A few years ago I worked for a company where the owner of the business had semi-retired and left most 

of the operations to be run by an esteemed colleague.  The retiree left the successor with some helpful 

advice, “Bigger is not always better.” 

     The slogan “Bigger is not always better” is so true in many areas of life.  An upgrade at the restaurant 

from small to large can add unneeded calories, saturated fat, sodium, etc.  A promotion at a job can sound 

good at first, but later you realize that you have a lot more responsibility and a little more money.  An SUV is 

just what you always wanted, but you soon realize it costs a lot more to fill up with gas than your economy 

car did. 

     I am afraid we have failed to realize the “Bigger is not always better” principle as Christians.  We think we 

have to be bigger as a congregation in order to do good deeds.  We think just because the building is not full 

on Sunday that we have failed God, ourselves, and others.  We think because we do not have the best song 

leader or preacher that we will never be able to grow.  The truth is that these principles of the Father but of 

the world (1 Jn.2:16).  The late Ira North was very instrumental in helping a church grow from 400 members 

to over 4,000.  He wrote in his book Balance, “God does not require that we be big, or wealthy, or powerful, 

or super smart.  What our Heavenly Father requires is faithfulness.” 

     The world’s greatest masterpieces had small beginnings.  The world’s greatest art begins with a few 

strokes of a brush.  The world’s greatest novel, poem, or song is written from the 26 letters of the alphabet.  

The world’s greatest symphony is based on a few notes.  History’s greatest movement had its beginning at a 

manger in Bethlehem.  The son of a carpenter; rejected by his own, Jesus came on the scene in a troubled 

world.  Many people missed the Messiah because they were looking for someone “BIG,” that is, handsome, 

rich, and powerful.  Jesus did not meet their high standards.  No, Jesus changed the world through “SMALL” 

things.  He knew “Bigger was not always better,” and taught us to “Pay attention to the little things” because 

it is the little things that turn into big things (Matthew 13:31-32).                                     (Shane Robinson) 

Preaching and Practicing New Testament Christianity 

IS NOT AWAYS 
BETTER BBIGGERIGGER  



He Had Compassion 
 

By: Lawrence Barr  

     "When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he 
had compassion on them and healed their 
sick" (Matthew 14:14). While Jesus came to this 
earth to save men from their sins, he often 
healed the sick and exercised the power of God 
in other miraculous ways. These deeds are called 
"signs" or sometimes "miraculous signs" because 
they show him to be approved of God. But that 
is not the whole story; the gospel writers tell us 
that He did those miracles out of compassion! 
You see, before coming to die for us, He loved 
us. We need to keep that thought before us at all 
times. When we are sick with sin or disease, 
when we are down, we need to know that Jesus 
cares because He loves us. 
     Just follow Him as he preaches and sees the 
crowds hungry and tells his disciples to provide 
food. On one occasion 5,000 men (besides 
women and children) were fed. On another, 
4,000 were fed. 
     Now what do you suppose He wants us to 
learn from this compassion of His? Certainly we 
should be reassured when we are ill or troubled 
that He cares! But beyond that, He wants us to 
care about others. Evidence to a sick and sad 
world, that the Christ is God in the flesh, is the 
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around the world. 
     So you want to be like Jesus? Look for works 
of service, ways to show love to other people. 
Every one of us has some ability to help others. 
Whatever that ability might be, it is sanctified in 
service to others in the name of Jesus. Not only 
so, but knowing that people are lost is 
inseparable from doing something to relieve 
their physical and emotional suffering. Have 
compassion! Jesus did. 

MOOD RINGS 
 

By: Steve Higginbotham 

     I'm sure you heard the one about the 
husband who bought his wife one of those 
"mood rings?"  When she's in a good mood, it 
turns green, and when she's in a bad mood, it 
leaves a red mark on his forehead. 
     While we may get a chuckle from this joke, 
failing to control one's anger is a serious 
spiritual problem.  I've sometimes heard 
people brag at how they lost their temper and 
really let someone have it. Such attitudes 
stand in stark opposition to one who has a 
Christ-like spirit.  Please don't lose sight of the 
fact that gentleness, longsuffering, kindness, 
and self-control are fruits of the Spirit.  You 
say I don't know your spouse, your in-laws, 
your children, or your boss, and what they put 
you through?  Well, you're right. I don't know 
to what extent your patience is tried.  But I do 
know that the spiritual disciplines of 
gentleness, longsuffering, kindness, and self-
control, when put into practice, allow Christ 
to be reflected in your life.  The next time 
someone threatens to ruin your mood, 
instead of leaving a red mark on their 
forehead, allow Jesus to leave his mark on 
your life  

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

Church growth does not 

consist of counting those 

present, but in caring for 

those absent 

 

Via Bulletingold 



Please fill out a visitorès 
card and place it in the 
collection plate or 
pass it to the end of 
the aisle so we can 
have a record of your 
attendance.  
 

We want you to know you are always 
welcome here.  We pray as you leave 
today you will be encouraged, as well 
as renewed, by worshipping God in 
spirit and in truth.  Please let us know if 
we can do anything to help you.   

Godõs Plan For Our   
Salvation 

Hear the GospelHear the Gospel Romans 10:17Romans 10:17 

BelieveBelieve Hebrews 11:6; Hebrews 11:6; 

John 8:24John 8:24 

Repent of past Repent of past 

sinssins 

Luke 13:3;           Luke 13:3;           

Acts 17:30Acts 17:30 

Confess Jesus as Confess Jesus as 

LordLord 

Acts 8:36Acts 8:36--37;      37;      

Romans 10:9Romans 10:9--1010 

Be baptized for Be baptized for 

the remission of the remission of 

sinssins 

Mark 16:16; Acts Mark 16:16; Acts 

2:38; 1 Peter 3:212:38; 1 Peter 3:21 

Live a Christian Live a Christian 

lifelife 

1 Peter 2:9;      1 Peter 2:9;      

Revelation 2:10Revelation 2:10 

Word Search 
Matthew 13:31 -33  

Bible Treasure Hunt:  

Solve the clue to discover the 

treasure, a Bible person, place, 
or thing. 

Within the breastpiece of the priest, 
This and its mate were stored. 
They offered him a means to get 
Decisions from the Lord. * 

*answer on back page (answer before looking) 
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ANOTHER MEAL PARABLE 

BRANCHES MEASURES WHICH 

HERBS MUSTARD  

LEAVENED NEST  



 4519 Oak Hill Rd. 

Chattanooga, TN 37416 

Office: 423.894.5373 

SERVICES OFFERED 
 

SUNDAY: 

Bible Study ɀ 9:30 am 

Worship ɀ 10:30 am 

Worship ɀ 6:00 pm 
 

TUESDAY: 

Ladies Class ɀ 10:00 am 
 

WEDNESDAY: 

Bible Study ɀ 7:00 pm 
 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

FIRST FRIDAY 

FELLOWSHIP 

1st Friday of the month 

(potluck @ 6:00 pm) 
 

TEEN DEVOTION 

2nd Thursday of the 

month (6:00ɂ8:00 pm) 
 

TEEN SINGING 

2nd Sunday of the month 

(2:30ɂ4:00 pm) 

 

ERLANGER PROGRAM  

4th Monday of the month 

(10:00 amɂ12:00 pm) 

Check out  gbntv.org  

7ÁÔÃÈ Ȱ'ÏÏÄ .Å×Ó 4ÏÄÁÙȱ ÏÎ 

Direct TV channel 225ɂ9am 

Dish Network 9407 & 9396 - 12pm-1pm 

Watch Sundays at 8:00am on WDEF TV 12 (cable 13) 

Preaching the Gospel with 

James Watkins Sundays at 7-8am on 

WFLI TV 53 (cable 6) 

House to House Heart to Heart is mailed 6 times a year.  

If you would like to receive the publication contact the 

church office @ 423.894.5373. 

We would love to have an opportunity to sit down and study the Bible with you.  We do not take any certain 

approach when discussing the Bible.  Contact us and let us know what your needs are and we will go from there.  

Consider the following options: 

Request a FREE Bible Study 

Let us sit down with you.  We 
will read the Bible together 

and answer some questions. 

Let us sit 
down with our 

Bibles, and 
answer the 

questions you 
have.   

Work by yourself in our 

Bible study by mail.  We 

pay postage. 

Looking for God in your 

life?  Searching for Truth 

DVD is free upon request. 

Looking for God in your life 

again?  Returning to Truth 

DVD is free upon request. 

The Lake Hills Letter is a ministry of the Lake Hills church of Christ 

*Solution to Bible Treasure Hunt: Urim - Exodus 28:30  

http://www.gbntv.org/
http://www.searchingfortruth.org/?134,177
http://preachingthegospeltv.com/
http://www.searchtv.org/
http://www.housetohouse.com/
http://www.housetohouse.com/
http://wvbs.org/details.cfm?CourseID=268

