The
Lake Hills
N—
Letter

January 3l, 2010

Preaching and Practicing New Testament Christianity

Is Salvation by
Alone?

AS IT RELATES TO BECOMING A CHRISTIAN, there is no one thing you can do to
become a child of God. Some say salvation is by grace alone, others say it is by

faith alone, and still others say it is by grace and faith only (never understood

that one). Some say all you have to do to become a child of God and have your
sins washed away is ask Jesus to come into your heart and at that point you are born again.

The truth is, salvation has been made possible to all men by God’s grace (Tit.2:11; Heb.2:9), but must be
accepted on God'’s terms (1 Tim.2:4; 2 Pet.3:9). You will never find salvation by grace alone, faith alone, or
prayer alone taught any place in the Bible. While grace is a part of salvation, and faith is a part of salvation,
there are other acts of obedience that must be carried out if one is to receive the forgiveness of sins (prayer to
obtain salvation is never mentioned).

Consider: We are saved by grace (Eph.2:8, 9). We are saved by faith (Rom.5:1, 2). We are saved by baptism (1
Pet.3:21). We are saved by blood (Rev.1:4, 5). We are saved by obedience (Heb.5:8, 9). We are saved by works
(Jas.2:24). We are saved by endurance (Heb.10:36). We are saved by hope (Rom.8:24).

From the passages above, it is clear salvation is not obtained by one thing. To say salvation is by

alone is to ignore that it was made possible by more than one agent (cf. Eph.1:3-10; 2 Thess.2:13-14). God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit all played a part in making salvation possible. Though the Godhead'’s
part is the big part, we must not forget our part is also necessary (i.e. we must accept God's gift).

There is a “form of doctrine” we must obey in order to receive salvation / deliverance (Rom.6:17). A quick read
through the book of Acts shows us that those who would obey God would hear the gospel message (Acts 2:14-
41; 8:5-13, 35-39), confess their faith in Jesus as the Son of God (Acts 8:37), repent of their sins (Acts 2:38), and
be baptized to have their sins washed away (Acts 2:38; 8:12, 13, 38; 16:15, 33; 22:16). (Shane Robinson)




My Favorite Bible

By: Steve Higginbotham

Through the years, | have owned quite a few
Bibles. I have a two shelves in my office
containing nothing but Bibles. They differin
size, translation, and binding. But of all the

Bibles | own, one is particularly treasured by me.

Itis a little black Red Letter New Testament
(3"x4.5") that | have had for the past 39 years.

You've seen some like it before. It's the kind of

Bible given to little children, and it is small
enough for them to hold it in their little hands.
The print in this Bible is just about too small to

read. There are no study notes init. And it only

contains the New Testament. So what makes

this Bible so special to me? Allow me to read the

inscription on the first page:

* "This New Testament is being presented to
Steve Higginbotham for being the first in his

Bible Study class to be able to say from memory
all the 66 books of the Bible. Keep up the Good

Work. God Bless you always.
Your Bible Class Teachers,
Mrs. Hester Shultz & Miss Sandy Wilson

Isn't it amazing the impact that a few words of

encouragement can have on a person's life? |
was just four-years-old when this Bible was
presented to me, but thirty-nine years later, |
still treasure, and have this little Bible in my

possession. My guess is that Hester (who is now

deceased) and Sandy have no memory of the
presentation of this Bible, or the message they
inscribed in it. I'm sure they have no idea that
something done so long ago, and something
that cost so little, and took only but a moment

of their time, would be so treasured by the little

boy to whom they presented it.

My point? There is life-time lasting power
and influence in encouragement! What takes
us only a moment to say or do, can impact
another person for the rest of his life. Be an
encourager! Take the time and the little extra
effort to compliment, commend, and
encourage another. Chances are, long after
you've forgotten your words of kindness, they
will be locked-up, and cherished as a prize
possession in the store room of someone's
mind.

Via MercEmail

I'll Do Better This Year

By: H. L. Gradowith

I'll do better this year - just you wait and see!
A challenge always brings out the best in me!
I will change the things in my life that are wrong,
[ will work and study until | grow strong,
I'll be the man | should have been all along;
I'll do better this year - just you wait and see!
I'll grow stronger this year - just you wait and see!
From the struggles I've known I'll at last be free!
When | face temptation, | will overcome,
And I'll keep on working 'til my work is done,
I'll make time for work and I'll find time for fun...
I'll do better this year - just you wait and see!
I'll try harder this year - just you wait and see!
Life's many little problems won't get to me!
When someone needs help, I'll do all that | can,
When something's my fault I'll own it like a man...
I'll give it as good a try a man can -
I'll do better this year - just you wait and see!

Via BulletinGold
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Welcome Visitors

Pl ease fill
card and place it in the
collection plate or

pass it to the end of
the aisle so we can
have a record of your
attendance.

We want you to know you are always
welcome here. We pray as you leave
today you will be encouraged, as well
as renewed, by worshipping God in
spirit and in truth. Please let us know if
we can do anything to help you.

Goddos Pl an
Salvation

Hear the Gospel | Romans 10:17

Believe Hebrews 11:6;
John 8:24

Repent of past Luke 13:3;

sins Acts17:30

Confess Jesusas | Acts 8:36-37;

Lord Romans 10:9-10

Be baptized for | Mark 16:16; Acts

the remission of | 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21

sins

Live a Christian 1 Peter 2:9;

life Revelation 2:10




heck out gbntv.org

SERVICESOFFERED atch “Good News Today” on

Direct TV channel 225—gam

SUNDAY:

. Pish Network & 6 - -
Bible Study — 9:30 am 1S TIEtWOrk 9407 & 9395 - 12pm-apm

1/SEARCH

OF THE LORD'S WAY F

Worship —10:30 am
Worship — 6:00 pm

TUESDAY.
Ladies Class —10:00 am

WEDNESDAY
Bible Study —7:00 pm

Preaching the Gas

James Watkins Sundays at 7-8am on

MONTHLY EVENTS WFLI TV 53 (cable 6)

FIRSTFRIDAY
FELLOWSHIP
1st Friday of the month

(potluck @ 6:00 pm)

TEENDEVOTION
2nd Thursday of the
month (6:00—8:00 pm)

You Can Be Just A Chr

Work by yourself in our
Bible study by mail. We

pay postage.

The New Th'hm“l‘
ACCEPTMLE
BECOMING IESILIRSIET]
FAITH AND WORKS
Kghtly Urndeng e Word
THE HEW TESTAMENT
THE LD TESTAMENT

TEENSINGING
2nd Sunday of the month

(2:30—4:00 pm)

ERLANGERPROGRAM
4th Monday of the month
(20:00 am—12:00 pm)

Let us sit down with you. We
will read the Bible together
and answer some questions.

House to House Heart to Heart is mailed 6 times a year.

If you would like to receive the publication contact the
church office @ 423.894.5373.
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Looking for God in your life
again? Returning to Truth
DVD is free upon request.

Looking for God in your
life? Searching for Truth
DVD is free upon request.
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Request a FREE Bible Study

We would love to have an opportunity to sit down and study the Bible with you. We do not take any certain
approach when discussing the Bible. Contact us and let us know what your needs are and we will go from there.
Consider the following options:

Let us sit
down with our
Bibles, and
answer the
questions you
have.

Lake Hillg 4519 OakHillRd.

The Lake Hills Letter is a ministry of the Lake Hills church of Christ
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Office: 423.894.5373
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