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Preaching and Practicing New Testament Christianity 

     The Bible does not give any specific teaching about cremation. While there 

are times in the Bible where people were burned to death (2 Kg.21:6; 23:16-20), they are not examples of 

cremation (see 1 Sam.31:11-13 for the closest example). 

     Historically speaking, cremation was practiced in biblical times, but it was not commonly practiced by the 

Jews or Christians. Christians and Jews commonly buried human bodies in a tomb, cave, or in the ground 

(Gen.23:19; 35:4; 2 Chron.16:14; Mt.27:60-66). 

     It is imperative that we note that there is no explicit scriptural command against cremation.  The Bible 

nowhere commands burial as the only allowed method of disposing of a body (similar to the topic of prayer 

postures and kneeling, standing, sitting, etc.). 

     In Genesis 2:7 we see that “the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 

nostrils the breath of life and man became a living being.”  James 2:26 says that “the body without the spirit is 

dead.”  We know when man takes his final breath his body begins to decay.  After Adam sinned in the Garden 

of Eden, God told him, “In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, For out of it 

you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return.”  Regardless of whether or not we are 

cremated, embalmed, or for some reason we die and no burial process is taken, our physically dead bodies will 

eventually turn back to dust.  Cremation would only “expedite” the process of turning our body into dust.  

Think about it, the bodies of Christians who died a thousand years ago have, by now, completely turned into 

dust, and yet they will be resurrected (Jn.5:28-29; 1 Thess.4:16). 

     The question of burial or cremation is within the realm of Christian freedom.  God is equally able to raise a 

person’s remains that have been cremated as He is the remains of a person who was not cremated.  (See also 

1 Corinthians 15:35-58)                                                                                                                                             (Shane Robinson) 

Cremation 

What Does the Bible 
say about  
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The Talent of 

Encouragement 
 

Via: www.housetohouse.com  
 

     Did you know that the ability to encourage 
people is a talent? Not everyone does it well. Have 
you ever noticed that there are some people that 
you really love to be around. They always have 
that special way of making you feel good - like 
you're somebody important. Even when all your 
efforts fall through, they are there making it seem 
like it was all worthwhile. 
     The Bible tells us that we should encourage one 
another, yet encouragement is one of the qualities 
that is sometimes most lacking. Paul knew that it 
was important to our self-esteem and to the 
church as a whole. He knew that encouragement 
makes the members want to work harder and that 
it promotes a general good feeling among the 
brothers and sisters. Ask yourself, Have I ever 
found it easy to resent someone who is always 
giving me praise and encouragement? It is hard to 
resent an encourager because they make you feel 
wanted and loved. 
Have you been guilty of not giving 
encouragement? Maybe the following suggestions 
will help you develop a talent for encouraging 
others: 
    * Always make it a point to let the men of the 
congregation know how much you appreciate 
what they are doing. Especially be quick to tell 
young men that they are doing a good job. It takes 
a lot of courage to get in front of a crowd and they 
need to be commended often. Sometimes a 
simple That was a meaningful prayer you led, 
could do so much to boost a person's self-
confidence. 
 

    * What about a sister who always does her 
best during singing or the child who behaves 
especially well during a church service? A pat on 
the back can work wonders. 
     * Even more neglected is the preacher. Many 
late hours are often spent preparing the lesson 
that you heard Sunday morning. Let him know 
how much you appreciate the time he has spent 
trying to help you become a better Christian. 
Wouldn't it be sad if he didn't care? Wouldn't it 
be sad if no one cared? That is why 
encouragement is so important - so people will 
feel compelled to keep giving their best. 
    * At every church service why not make it a 
point to say something encouraging to at least 
two people? Pretty soon it will become a habit. 
You will begin to feel good about helping others 
and will soon see how much good it is doing in 
your own life.  
Encouragement is, and will continue to be, one 
of the key factors to growth at any 
congregation. Let's each resolve to be more 
encouraging to all the members and even to the 
visitors who come our way. A resounding job 
well done never hurt anybody! 

edify one another, even as also ye do  
1 Thess. 5:11  

 

A Moment Without Him  

We mutter, we sputter, we fume and we 
spurt; 
We mumble and grumble, our feelings get 
hurt. 
We can't understand it; our vision grows dim; 
When all that we need is a moment with 
HIM." 

Author Unknown  
Via BulletinGold 



A happy home is 
not one without 
problems, but 

one that handles 
them with under-

standing and 
love  

Please fill out a visitorès 
card and place it in the 
collection plate or 
pass it to the end of 
the aisle so we can 
have a record of your 
attendance.  
 

We want you to know you are always 
welcome here.  We pray as you leave 
today you will be encouraged, as well 
as renewed, by worshipping God in 
spirit and in truth.  Please let us know if 
we can do anything to help you.   

Godõs Plan For Our   
Salvation 

Hear the GospelHear the Gospel Romans 10:17Romans 10:17 

BelieveBelieve Hebrews 11:6; Hebrews 11:6; 

John 8:24John 8:24 

Repent of past Repent of past 

sinssins 

Luke 13:3;           Luke 13:3;           

Acts 17:30Acts 17:30 

Confess Jesus as Confess Jesus as 

LordLord 

Acts 8:36Acts 8:36--37;      37;      

Romans 10:9Romans 10:9--1010 

Be baptized for Be baptized for 

the remission of the remission of 

sinssins 

Mark 16:16; Acts Mark 16:16; Acts 

2:38; 1 Peter 3:212:38; 1 Peter 3:21 

Live a Christian Live a Christian 

lifelife 

1 Peter 2:9;      1 Peter 2:9;      

Revelation 2:10Revelation 2:10 

Word Search 
1 Samuel 31:8 -13  

Food For Thought 

ARMOR FASTED STRIP 

ASHTORETHS FASTENED TEMPLE 

BETH IDOLS TRAVELED 

BODY JABESH WALL 

BONES SHAN  

E P I R T S L O D I 

J S H A N S Y D O B 

Y F W T E M P L E A 

J F A S T E N E D B 

O R R O M R A A E H 

A S H T O R E T H S 

L L L A W V H P E E 

F A S T E D H S H B 

D F B O N E S L S A 

D E L E V A R T V J 



 4519 Oak Hill Rd. 

Chattanooga, TN 37416 

Office: 423.894.5373 

SERVICES OFFERED 
 

SUNDAY: 

Bible Study – 9:30 am 

Worship – 10:30 am 

Worship – 6:00 pm 
 

TUESDAY: 

Ladies Class – 10:00 am 
 

WEDNESDAY: 

Bible Study – 7:00 pm 
 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

FIRST FRIDAY 

FELLOWSHIP 

1st Friday of the month 

(potluck @ 6:00 pm) 
 

TEEN DEVOTION 

2nd Thursday of the 

month (6:00—8:00 pm) 
 

TEEN SINGING 

2nd Sunday of the month 

(2:30—4:00 pm) 

 

ERLANGER PROGRAM  

4th Monday of the month 

(10:00 am—12:00 pm) 

Check out  gbntv.org  

Watch “Good News Today” on 

Direct TV channel 225—9am 

Dish Network 9407 & 9396 - 12pm-1pm 

Watch Sundays at 8:00am on WDEF TV 12 (cable 13) 

Preaching the Gospel with 

James Watkins Sundays at 7-8am on 

WFLI TV 53 (cable 6) 

House to House Heart to Heart is mailed 6 times a year.  

If you would like to receive the publication contact the 

church office @ 423.894.5373. 

We would love to have an opportunity to sit down and study the Bible with you.  We do not take any certain 

approach when discussing the Bible.  Contact us and let us know what your needs are and we will go from there.  

Consider the following options: 

Request a FREE Bible Study 

Let us sit down with you.  We 
will read the Bible together 

and answer some questions. 

Let us sit 
down with our 

Bibles, and 
answer the 

questions you 
have.   

Work by yourself in our 

Bible study by mail.  We 

pay postage. 

Looking for God in your 

life?  Searching for Truth 

DVD is free upon request. 

Looking for God in your life 

again?  Returning to Truth 

DVD is free upon request. 

The Lake Hills Letter is a ministry of the Lake Hills church of Christ 
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