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PART ONE

THERE IS A COMMON THREAD in the Pauline epistles. Paul identifies himself as an apostle. He will identify
who is with him, and then he will begin to address the people to whom he is writing. Without exception,
Paul wi || begin his |letters with a prayer. T h
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Chri s|t.
preachers (1 and 2 Timothy and Titus), mecyandvi |
peace from God our Father and Jesus Christ our

I do not believe Paul’'s addition of this wor ¢
insignificant! By asking and answering three questions | pray you too will believe there is a significant
connection between Paul’'s address to preacherns

WHY DID PAUL ADD THE WORD MERCY IN HIS PRAYER TO PREACHERS?

We may never know exactly why Paul added mercy to his opening prayer / salutation to Timothy and

Titus. The meaning of the word he used may shi
is commonly translated to mean “having sympath
however, two words (eleos and oiktirmos) are | ci

to our discussion, is found in the meaning of the words. Eleos, the word used in our texts, manifests itself
in actions rather than words, and oiktirmos is more of an inward feeling which abides in the heart (eleos =
outward; oiktirmos = inward). Perhaps an illustration would help us to see the difference? A criminal may
request eleos from a judge (that is for the judge to act in mercy and change the sentence), but only receive
oiktirmos (that is the judge has compassion but remains passive). (continued on page 3)



Make Time for the Family
by: Bob Spurlin

The home or family is the rock upon which our
nation stands. Most are acquainted with Edward

Gi bbon’s monument al

t he Roman Empire.” 1In
factors that brought about the destruction of Rome,
first of which was:
undermining of the dignity and sanctity of the home
which is the basis of

The family is under attack from many quarters.
This reality should motivate us to preserve it at all
cost. Approximately one million divorces are granted
each year in our nation. Domestic violence claims the
lives of twenty-five percent of police officers that
investigate such domestic quarrels. With all of my
strength | want to emphasize that God, and only God
has the answer and it is found in His word (Psalm.
127:1).

Husband and wife often drift apart due to their
jobs and other interests. The things that drew them
together now seem to drive them apart. The
husband, wife, and children seem to be strangers
with little in common. Chinese tradition emphasizes
the practice of having all the family together at
mealtime. This certainly helps to strengthen the
family unit. Following this example would be a great
help in bringing the family together.

My life as a shut-in has given me time for
pondering and meditation about this serious matter.
As a gospel preacher my work would often take me
away from our family. Good works like visitation,
counseling, speaking appointments and other
important endeavors demanded much of my time.
We can justify our actions in many ways by saying
“this is important.”™ H
responsibility to those whom we love the most, our
family. The time we have with our children will slip
away with great haste. We should seize every
moment to spend with our loved ones. Therefore,
“make time for the

f ami

| Want To Ride With My
Dad

by: Steve Higgenbotham

wo r k Haveyop heard ths stqryjaboyy the famjlygvhop

Wap woviggofiom the kagt gogsk te the Westy

coast? It seems that they were going to have to

“ T haive jn g yehjcles; The fatherwasdrivingpne g

vehicle, and his brother was driving the other.

h Whﬁrh it, carge figng f@rtt)}f children to choose

who to ride with, they chose their fun-loving
uncle, to the uncle's great delight. He was
flattered that they had chosen him over their
own parents.

However, before they left town, the little boy
asked his uncle, "What happens if we get
separated from mom and dad?" To which the
uncle said, "Don't worry, we won't." But the boy
persisted, "Well, what if we do?" The uncle
jokingly remarked, "Well, | guess we'll never see
them again." After a moment of silence, the little
boy said, "I think I'm going to ride with my mom
and dad."

You know, this world contains many things
that are flashy, fun, and exciting which capture
our attention, but when it comes right down to it,
I wouldn't want any of those things if it meant
that | would be separated from my heavenly
Father forever.

Maybe we ought to take a moment and think
about the one with whom we are riding.
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Welcome Visitors

ease [
card and place |t in the

O M N F CHR I s T
T A F H OF CM A P coIIect‘lon plate  or
pass it to the end of
EFR S H MoATT B S A the aisle so we can
H N EAM I M J G E have a record of your
O P P F A T H E R S attendance.
R N L H N H I S A I We want you to know you are always
l L O R DA D U C L welcome here. We pray as you leave
F T R R M CE S E O today you will be encouraged, as well
D HOU®PEPTFNNO as renewed, by worshipping God in
R S C L NN OTF G D spirit and in truth. Please let us know if
AP O S T L E E T P we can do anything to help you.
APOSTLE CHRIST COMMANDMENT ~
FAITH FATHER GRACE G 0 d O0S P I ar
HOPE JESUS LORD "
Salvation
The Young Preacher Hear the Gospel | Romans 10:17
Believe Hebrews 11:6;
and Mercy (cont.) '
John 8:24
It is interesting that Paul added af word that Repent of past Luke 133
me ant to act with ki Sﬂqgess and A&ﬂ?gSSIon
his initial remarks when addressing preachers.
It is commonly understood and accepted that Confess Jesusas | Acts 8:36-37;
“grace” (Gk. charis) Word t he c o/ RAMaNSs 19194Q t |
among Greek speaking Christians, and "
among L opeend e baptized for Mark 16:16; Acts
peace (Heb. Shal oam as fhe commén
greeting among Hebrew speaking Christians. It t\ eremissiono 2‘38' 1Peter3:21
may very well be that3™mercy” (aGr el eos)
the common greeting among preachers! | Livea Christian 1 Peter 2:9;

- To Be Continued

life Revelation 2:10
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SERVICES OFFERED

SUNDAY:
Bible Study —9:30 am
Worship —10:30 am
Worship —5:00 pm

TUESDAY:
Ladies Class —10:00 am

WEDNESDAY:
Bible Study —7:00 pm

MONTHLY EVENTS
FIRST FRIDAY
FELLOWSHIP
1st Friday of the month
(potluck @ 6:00 pm)

MONTHLY DEVOTIONAL
2nd Thursday of the
month (6:00—8:00 pm)

TEEN SINGING
2nd Sunday of the month
(2:30—4:00 pm)
ERLANGER PROGRAM
4th Monday of the month

(120:00 am—z12:00 pm)

THE LAKE HILLS LIBRARY SPOTLIGHT
Books selected in the spotlight are located on the table in the foyer and are available for chedfout

THE TEMPLE by Alfred Edersheim. This book, written by a Jewish convert, explains the
true, spiritual meaning of the temple and its services.

COMMENTARY ON THE BOOK OF GENESIS by James G. Murphy. A readable work that
isrich, clear, and vigorous.

ke fouse o house <& heart 4o heart ¥
Request a FREE Bible Study

We would love to have an opportunity to sit down and

study the Bible with you. We do not have anything to
hide when it comes to discussing the Bible. Contact

us and let us know what your needs are and we will go
from there. Consider the following options:

House to House Heart to Heart is mailed 6 times a year.

If you would like to receive the publication contact the
church office @ 423.894.5373.

YL

Looking for God in your life
again? Returning to Truth
DVD is free upon request.

OPTION 1
Work by yourself in our

Bible study by mail. We
pay postage.

You Can Be Jst A Chrisinf
The New Testament Charch

FAITH AND WORKS
Kughtly Urning e Werd
THE HEW TESTAMENT

Looking for God in your
THE LD TESTAMENT

life? Searching for Truth
DVD is free upon request.

il

OPTION 2
Let us sit down with our
Bibles, and answer the
questions you have.

Lake Hillg 4519 OakHillRd.

——
=Py chureh of Christ

(

/-F'\\.

Chattanooga, TN 37416

Office: 423.894.5373

The Lake Hills Letter is a ministry of the Lake Hills church of Christ
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