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Preaching and Practicing New Testament Christianity

your New Year's .
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all your old resolves,

) And add a few that X
N are new. %
Resolve to keep them *

as long as you can,
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- Author Unknown (mailed in 1915)




Listening When | Should
Have Been Singing

By: Bill Brandstatter

This past Tuesday my wife and | attended a
gospel meeting at a nearby congregation. It
started like most. There were some songs ,a
prayer, then the preaching. | was asked to lead
the opening prayer. But | couldn't. | was hoarse
due to some allergies. As a matter of fact, | could
hardly speak. So, | couldn't sing either. As a
result, | just listened to the singing.

While listening | learned some very important
lessons. First, the singing doesn't have to be
spectacular or showy in order to be good. So
much "gospel singing" today is done as a
performance. The singing at this meeting was
simple. The singers were not professionals. Yet,
it was beautiful.

Second, | thought of how an instrument
would destroy the meaning of the songs. Is it
any wonder that Paul wrote:" speaking to one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody in your heart
to the Lord"( Eph. 5:19)? What Paul wrote was
not just his opinion. It was a command from God
(1 Cor. 14:37). He repeats the message in Col.
3:16. God knew that singing without the
instrument is the best way for songs in church
services to be sung.

Third, | felt bad | couldn't sing. How many
people can sing but don't. Some will say, "l can't
carry a tune in a bushel basket." It really doesn't
make any difference, does it? God wants us to
sing. When a congregation sings, you hear the
whole group, not just the individual. The singing
is to be done with the spirit, and with

understanding (1 Cor. 14:15). Whether or not
the singing is on key or exact is a mute point.
We think it has to be just right because of our
entertainment mindset. God hears the song
that comes from the heart.

| was bothered that | couldn't sing last
Tuesday night. However, | was glad | was able
to learn some lessons. Actually, | already
knew them. What happened just helped me
to again see God's divine directive to SING.

Repentance is Renewal

By: Rose Ann Noey

As we go from day to day,
As we walk along the way,
We sin.

Tell me, Lord, what can | do?
How can | my soul renew? 7
My life to mend?

Can | toss those sins so grim
And submit my life to Him?

For forgiveness, | would ask,
Then set my mind onto the task.
Forgive me, Lord!

Set my mind, my precious Lord,
Set my heart and purpose t'ward
Your Ways.

As we walk in His Light,
We can put our sins to flight Z
Walk day by day.
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Request a FREE Bible Study

We would love to have an opportunity to sit down and study the Bible with you. We do not take any certain

Worship Z 10:30 am
Worship Z 6:00 pm

TUESDAY.
Ladies Class Z 10:00 am

WEDNESDAY
Bible Study Z 7:00 pm

MONTHLY EVENTS
FIRSTFRIDAY
FELLOWSHIP
1st Friday of the month

(potluck @ 6:00 pm)

TEENDEVOTION
2nd Thursday of the
month (6:00? 8:00 pm)

approach when discussing the Bible. Contact us and let us know what your needs are and we will go from there.
Consider the following options:

You Can Be Just A Crtia] Work by yourself in our
TEENSINGING The New Tstannt Chh : yyou ' v
g Bible study by mail. We Let us sit
2nd Sunday of the month FATY 10 WO pay postage. down with our
(2:307 4:00 pm) e e Bibles, and
THE OLD TESTAMENT answer the
ERLANGERPROGRAM , , questions you
Let us sit down with you. We have.
4th Monday of the month will read the Bible together
(210:00 am? 12:00 pm) and answer some questions.
Lake Hills 4529 OakHillRd. The Lake Hills Letter is a ministry of the Lake Hills church of Christ
——
> i Chattanooga, TN 37416
( Office: 423.894.5373
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