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THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT NOT ALL DESIRE IS WRONG (2 Pet.3:9; 1 Tim.3:1), but also specifies that

some desires are wrong (Prov.21:10; Col.3:5). Two internal desires that would be classified as evil (or sinful) are lust
(Mt.5:28), and hate (1 Jn.3:15). Jesus gave us the reason why these internal desires are wrong when He said, “For out of
the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies” (Mt.15:19). He
specifically mentioned murder, false witness, and blasphemy. If it were not for hate in ones heart these sinful acts
would never be committed. When we let hate towards another fester in our heart it will grow and eventfully cause us
to sin publically (e.g. fighting, saying false things about the person, even murder). He specifically mentioned adultery
and fornication as well. If it were not for lust in ones heart these sinful acts would never be committed. When one lusts
after another and does not take care of this attraction it will grow and eventually cause us to sin publically (e.g.
adultery, fornication, pornography, etc.). As we think about the warning of Jesus it is no wonder the Apostle Peter
plead, “Beloved, | beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul” (1 Pet.2:11),
and the Apostle Paul would say, “Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness,
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry” (Col.3:5).

Christians face the daily battle of the Spirit warring against the flesh (Gal.5:17), but Paul said if we walk in the Spirit we
will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh (Gal.5:17). The more we associate with people who use foul language, watch TV
programs that promote promiscuity, movies that promote violence, go places that Christians should not go, the more
difficult it will be for us to not have evil desires and the more likely it is that we will yield to temptation.

When we have evil thoughts and desires we need to pray to God to help us remove them from our heart so we will not
act upon them (Mt.6:13; 1 Cor.10:13; cf. Mt.15:19). One tactic | use is one the Lord Himself used to overcome
temptation. On two different occasions Jesus employed the phrase, “Get behind me Satan” (Mt.16:23; Lk.4:8). We
know that any evil that exists today is not from God but from Satan (Jas.1:13, 17), and the Bible says when we submit to
God and resist the devil, then he [the devil] will flee from us (Jas.4:7). (Shane Robinson)




Going To Heaven
By Ron Boatwright

Our number one priority in this life must be to go
to Heaven. Nothing else is as important. Jesus says
in Matthew 6:33, "But seek first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness, and all these things shall be
added to you." Our soul is the most precious thing
we have. There is nothing that can equal its value.
We read in Matthew 16:26, "For what profitisitto a
man if he gains the whole world and loses his own
soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his
soul?" One certainly does not profit in the tragic loss
of his soul.

It is easy in today’s materialistic society to get
caught up in the pursuit of materialism if we are not
careful. Our Lord says in Matthew 6:19-21, "Do not
lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth
and rust destroy and where thieves break in and
steal. But lay up for yourselves treasures in Heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your
treasure is there will your heart be also." Our bank
account needs to be in heaven.

Every day we need to tell ourselves that the main
thing in this life is to go to Heaven. We read in
Colossians 3:2 "Set your affection on things above,
not on things on the earth." We should regularly
think about going to Heaven.

Heaven is a prepared place (John 14:2-3) for a
prepared people. It will be such a wonderful place,
which is beyond our wildest dreams. Paul saysin 1
Corinthians 2:9, "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor
entered into the heart of man the things which God
has prepared for those who love Him." There is no
way that Heaven can be described so we as mortal
human beings can understand how wonderful it will
be.

A person will not accidentally go to Heaven.
Going to Heaven is a lifelong race as we read in
Hebrews 12:1, "Let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us." Going to Heaven requires
endurance, patience, and persistence. We must
finish the race.

Handwriting on the Wall

Author Unknown

A weary mother
returned from the store,
Lugging groceries
through the kitchen
door.

Awaiting her arrival was
her eight-year-old son,
Eager to relate what his
younger brother had
done.

"While | was out playing and Dad was on call,

T.J. took his crayons and wrote on the wall!

It's on the new paper you just hung in the den.

[ told him you'd be mad at having to do it again."
She let out a moan and furrowed her brow.
"Where's your little brother right now?"

She emptied her arms with a purposeful stride,
She marched to his closet where he had gone to
hide.

She called his full name as she entered his room.
He trembled with fear - he knew that meant
doom!

For the next ten minutes, she ranted and raved
About the expensive wall paper and how she had
saved.

Stressed over all the work it would take to repair,
She condemned his actions and total lack of care.
The more she scolded, the madder she got,

Then stomped from his room, totally distraught.
She headed for the den to confirm her fears.
When she saw the wall, her eyes flooded with
tears.

The message she read pierced her heart with a
dart.

It said, "l love you, Mommy," surrounded by a
heart.

Well, the wallpaper remained, just as she found it,
With an empty picture frame hung to surround it.
A reminder to her, and indeed to all,

Take time to read the handwriting on the wall!!
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Worship —10:30 am
Worship — 6:00 pm

TUESDAY.
Ladies Class —10:00 am

WEDNESDAY
Bible Study —7:00 pm
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James Watkins Sundays at 7-8am on

MONTHLY EVENTS WFLI TV 53 (cable 6)
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FELLOWSHIP
1st Friday of the month

(potluck @ 6:00 pm)
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Let us sit down with you. We
will read the Bible together
and answer some questions.

House to House Heart to Heart is mailed 6 times a year.

If you would like to receive the publication contact the
church office @ 423.894.5373.
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Looking for God in your life
again? Returning to Truth
DVD is free upon request.

Looking for God in your
life? Searching for Truth
DVD is free upon request.
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Request a FREE Bible Study

We would love to have an opportunity to sit down and study the Bible with you. We do not take any certain
approach when discussing the Bible. Contact us and let us know what your needs are and we will go from there.
Consider the following options:

Let us sit
down with our
Bibles, and
answer the
questions you
have.

Lake Hillg 4519 OakHillRd.

The Lake Hills Letter is a ministry of the Lake Hills church of Christ
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Chattanooga, TN 37416

Office: 423.894.5373
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