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EXEGESIS OF THE TEXT 

     “Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the 

Spirit will not be forgiven men. Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven 

him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the 

age to come. έ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ мнΥомς32, NKJV) 

     “Assuredly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they 

may utter; but he who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is subject to 

eternal condemnation”— because they said, “He has an unclean spirit.” έ όaŀǊƪ оΥнуς30, NKJV) 

     ²ƘƛƭŜ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ōȅ ǇǊŜŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

thereforeΣ aŀǊƪΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƭŜǘǎ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ώǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎϐ ǎŀƛŘΣ άHe has an unclean 

spiritΦέ  WŀŎƪǎƻƴ ƴƻǘŜǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΥ άōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ 

(elegon τ ƛƳǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǘŜƴǎŜύΣ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ǳƴŎƭŜŀƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘέ όaŀǊƪ оΥолύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊō ƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ Lǘ ŘŜƴƻǘŜǎ ŀ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ōǳǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴέ όƛōƛŘΦύΦ  ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 

[ŀƴŜΣ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƻƴ aŀǊƪΣ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΥ ά¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǘŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊō ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƻǊȅ ƴƻǘŜΣ ΨōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎŜŘΣΩ ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎ ǊŜǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ 

and a fixed attitude of mind, the tokens of callousness which brought the scribes to the brink of 

ǳƴŦƻǊƎƛǾŀōƭŜ ōƭŀǎǇƘŜƳȅέ όŀǎ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ōȅ WŀŎƪǎƻƴύΦ                                                            (continued on pg.2) 
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      We now come to the word blasphemy.  To 

blaspheme is to defile, slander, or discredit 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦ  aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ōǊƛƴƎǎ 

ŦƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ōƭŀǎǇƘŜƳȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ άspeaking 

againstέ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΣ 

the blasphemy was against the Holy Spirit (i.e. 

saying the work of God was the work of the Devil).  

The aorist tense verb used by both writers can 

denote a single action (The aorist verb tense is used 

by the writer to present the action of a verb as a 

άǎƴŀǇǎƘƻǘέ ŜǾŜƴǘ ώIŜƛǎŜǊΣ DƭƻǎǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ aƻǊǇƘƻ-

Syntactic Database Terminology]).  Can we commit 

this sin today?  It is obvious that we cannot commit 

this sin in precisely the same way the Pharisees did, 

but, as we will see, there is an analogous 

comparison to be made for the present. 

     Matthew speaks of the Son of Man 

(capitalization added by translators), and Mark 

speaks of the sons of men.  Are the writers 

describing two groups of people (i.e. Jesus = Son of 

Man and mankind = sons of men) or are the writers 

describing one and the same (i.e. sons of men + son 

ƻŦ Ƴŀƴ Ґ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘύΚ  LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

seeing Son of Man to represent Jesus in this 

context.  To refuse Jesus is to refuse the Spirit 

(Jn.12:48).  Take a quick look at Ezekiel 2:1-8 and 

you will notice that Ezekiel was referred to a son of 

man several times.  It may very well be that what 

WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛǎΥ άLŦ ŀƴȅ Ƴŀƴ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ 

against a man (or his fellowman), it will be forgiven; 

but if any man speaks a word against the Holy Spirit 

ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴέ όǎŜŜ .ŀǊŎƭŀȅΩǎ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ 

on Matthew. Vol.2. pg.42). 

     I am convinced the difficulty to give a clear and 

concise answer resides in our understanding of God 

and how the scriptures describe God as One who is 

always ready to forgive and receive back those who 

repent (cf. 1 Tim.2:4; 2 Pet.3:9; Lk.15:11-32; 

Jas.5:16; 1 Jn.1:7-9; Heb.8:7-13).  Matthew said 

speaking blasphemously against the Holy Spirit 

άwill not be forgivenέ όŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǘŜƴǎŜ ǾŜǊōύΣ ŀƴŘ 

aŀǊƪ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ ƻƴŜ άnever has 

forgivenessέ όǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘŜƴǎŜ ǾŜǊōύΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ōƻǘƘ 

writers use an aorist tense verb in reference to the 

speaking against the Holy Spirit, they use different 

verb tenses in relation to forgiveness.  Putting 

these thoughts together it would be my analysis 

that Jesus is saying if you blaspheme the Holy Spirit 

you will have no forgiveness of sins now or in the 

future.   

     Lastly, in the passages under consideration we 

ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎΣ άthis age or in the age to 

comeΣέ ŀƴŘ άeternal condemnationΦέ  Lǎ ǘƘŜ 

contrast between the Mosaic and Christian age, the 

Mosaic and the eternal age, or the Christian age?  I 

know many have taken on the task to put great 

ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΣ age to come, but 

when you continue to read his account (vv.36-37), 

Jesus will speak of the Day of Judgment.  This leads 

me to believe the phrase is synonymous with 

Marks phrase, eternal condemnation.  That is, this 

sin will not be forgiven now or for eternity.  We 

have already noted made a similar comparison with 

ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎΣ ά{ƻƴ ƻŦ aŀƴΣέ ŀƴŘ άǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΦέ  

Conclusions and applications to come next week.  

SER 



ȰThe rich rules over 

the poor, And the 

borrower is servant 

ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÎÄÅÒȱ (Prov. 

22:7, NKJV) 

Please fill out a visitorès 
card and place it in the 
collection plate or 
pass it to the end of 
the aisle so we can 
have a record of your 
attendance.  
 

We want you to know you are always 
welcome here.  We pray as you leave 
today you will be encouraged, as well 
as renewed, by worshipping God in 
spirit and in truth.  Please let us know if 
we can do anything to help you.   

Godõs Plan For Our   
Salvation 

Hear the GospelHear the Gospel Romans 10:17Romans 10:17 

BelieveBelieve Hebrews 11:6; Hebrews 11:6; 

John 8:24John 8:24 

Repent of past Repent of past 

sinssins 

Luke 13:3;           Luke 13:3;           

Acts 17:30Acts 17:30 

Confess Jesus as Confess Jesus as 

LordLord 

Acts 8:36Acts 8:36--37;      37;      

Romans 10:9Romans 10:9--1010 

Be baptized for Be baptized for 

the remission of the remission of 

sinssins 

Mark 16:16; Acts Mark 16:16; Acts 

2:38; 1 Peter 3:212:38; 1 Peter 3:21 

Live a Christian Live a Christian 

lifelife 

1 Peter 2:9;      1 Peter 2:9;      

Revelation 2:10Revelation 2:10 

Word Search 
Luke 15:11-32  

Food For Thought 
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SERVICES OFFERED 
 

SUNDAY: 

Bible Study ɀ 9:30 am 

Worship ɀ 10:30 am 

Worship ɀ 5:00 pm 
 

TUESDAY: 

Ladies Class ɀ 10:00 am 

WEDNESDAY: 

Bible Study ɀ 7:00 pm 
 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

FIRST FRIDAY 
FELLOWSHIP 

1st Friday of the month                         

(potluck @ 6:00 pm) 
 

MONTHLY DEVOTIONAL 

2nd Thursday of the month (6ɂ8pm) 

TEEN SINGING 

2nd Sunday of the month                    

(2:30ɂ4pm) 

ERLANGER PROGRAM  

4th Monday of the month                    

(10amɂ12pm) 
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TRUTH FOR TODAY, by George W. Merritt.  Five minute radio sermons sponsored 

by the College Ave. church of Christ in Enterprise, AL. 

 

3 YEARS OF THE GOSPEL PREACHER. VOL. 1 & 2, by Roy H. Lanier Sr.  Short 

radio sermons which are sound, full, bold, positive and plain.  Bro. Lanier follows the 
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