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THE USE OF THEREFORE (lit. on account of this) in the beginning of Matthew’s account tells us that the
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SURROUNDING CONTEXT

statement was made by Jesus in connection to what was said in the previous verses. A quick read of
Matthew 12 (primarily verses 22-30) lets us know the unbelieving Pharisees attributed the miracles
preformed by Jesus to Beelzebub (or Satan cf.Mt.12:26). They did not deny the miracle that was done
but they did deny the power behind the miracle (they could not, in their mind, say it was the power of
God because of their skewed view of the Sabbath). To make connection of the context is important.
For now we will note Jesus' response was to the erroneous claims of the Pharisees (Mt.12:31) and what
He said was primarily directed to them (Mk.3:30).

On top of the blasphemous claims by the Pharisees, that Jesus was a worker for the Devil, we also
note the context following Jesus statement in the gospel of Matthew. “Brood of vipers! How can you,
being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks ” (Matthew
12:34, NKJV). Wayne Jackson comments, "The phrase “being (ontes) wicked” reflects a present tense
participle, and the subsequent verb “speaks” (lalei) also is a present form.” He would go on to say,
“These men were not simply making an ignorant mistake. They were deliberate, dug-in enemies of
truth. They would hang on to their sinful disposition till the end, and that rebellion would follow them
into eternity, hence, an “eternal sin” ” (Jackson, What is the Eternal Sin). (To be continued)




What Kind of Church is
This?

By: Bryan McAlister

We often say, "“It's time to go to church” or “How
was church today?” in some way indicating church
was an activity in which we participated. Literally the
word “church” comes from the word, “ekklesia.” In a
general sense, this word means “an assembly” and is
used to indicate such in Acts 19:32 and 39. In a
specific sense, the word means “called out.” There is
no doubt, those who called themselves Christians in
the 1st century, knew they were members of the
church, the assembly of God’s people, and that they
had been called out from their sins, into the sanctity
of their Savior Jesus Christ. As to how it is used in the
Bible, there are over one hundred descriptive
passages where the church is addressed.

First of all, Jesus Christ is the builder of the church
(Matthew 16:18), based upon the fact He is the Son of
God. Incidentally, the term church and kingdom are
Christ Matthew
interchangeably, indicating they are one in the same.

used by Jesus in 16:18-19
His church, His kingdom is now established, and we
need not wait for it any longer. He is the purchaser of
the church, paid for by the price of His shed blood
(Acts 20:28). The church is the body of Christ
(Ephesians 1:22-23). The church being the body of
Christ, it is important to note there is but one body of
the Lord Jesus, and thus one church, and one identity

comprising the one body of our Lord Jesus (Ephesians
bidy).

The Bible speaks of “churches” in the plural (Acts
9:31; Romans 16:16), but only in a geographic sense,
not in the sense that would imply or suggest God
approves of multiple systems of belief toward His

revealed Word. Those who were saved were added to
the church, the body of obedient believers (Acts
2:47). Therefore the church is the body of the saved,
and one cannot be saved and yet not be a member of
the church of our Lord. The church refers to men and
women (Acts 8:3).

The church can have an emotional response to
disturbing news, as was the case in Acts 5:11, when
word of Ananias and Sapphira’s death spread, “great
fear came upon the church.” The church is the house
of God (I Timothy 3:15). The church was established
to declare “the manifold wisdom of God” (Eph 3:10).

The church has a responsibility to assemble
(Hebrews 10:25), observe the Lord’s Supper on the
first day of the week (I Corinthians 11:18; 23), pray
(Acts 4:24), sing (Ephesians 5:19), give of their means
(I Corinthians 16:1-2), and teach so others may
understand (I Corinthians 14:5). The church is
autonomous, or governed locally, independent from
any national or world headquarters, for Christ is the
head of the church (Ephesians 5:23). The church has a
responsibility to remain distinct and not blend or
bend the teachings of Jesus with any doctrine or
creed of man (Acts 15:1-21). The church should be
united under the teachings and standards of Jesus
Christ (I Corinthians 1:10); be kind to one another
showing forgiveness (Ephesians 4:32); extend help to
those in need, especially those of the household of
faith (Galatians 6:10). The church is not a sect (Acts
24:5) or a denomination or dividing of Jesus and His
teachings (I Corinthians 1:13). The church is the
precious gift and creation of our Lord, and has always
been His plan by which His truth would be made
known, His gospel revealed, and His creation saved
through Him. This church desires to serve the Lord
and serve you. Our prayer is for the opportunity to do
bothinlove. n
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SERVICES OFFERED

SUNDAY:
Bible Study — 9:30 am
Worship —10:30 am

Worship — 5:00 pm

TUESDAY:
Ladies Class —10:00 am

Lake Hills 459 0akHillRd.
e
( church of Christ

Chattanooga, TN 37416

Office: 423.894.5373

Tho Laks s Lilrary Spethight

Books selected in the spotlight are located on the table in the foyer and are available for checkot

WHAT ABOUT WOMEN, by Cynthia Dianne Guy. A study of New Testament
scriptures concerning women.

NEW COMMENTARY ON ACTS OF APOSTLES, by J.W. McGarvey. Published 29
years after his first commentary on Acts. A classic on what McGarvey calls the
Forgotten book.

WEDNESDAY: MONTHLY DEVOTIONAL
Bible Study —7:00 pm 2nd Thursday of the month (6—8pm)

MONTHLY EVENTS TEEN SINGING
FIRST FRIDAY 2nd Sunday of the month

FELLOWSHIP (2:30—4pm)
1st Friday of the month ERLANGER PROGRAM

(potluck @ 6:00 pm) 4th Monday of the month
(roam—i2pm)

The Lake Hills Letter is a ministry of the Lake Hills church of Christ




