The
e Hl“S

Letter

April Il 2010

Preaching and Practicing New Testament Christianity

What is the blasphe against the
Urit?
:::Rs-rh::eERobinson P L

{Over the course of the next 3 weeks we will discuss the question: What is blasphemy of the Holy Spirit?
Tentatively, article one will deal with various views of the blasphemy against the Spirit. Articles two will deal
with the context surrounding the statement made by Jesus. Article three will deal with an exegesis of Matthew
12:31-32 and Mark 3:28-29. Article four will deal with final conclusions and applications. The entire article is
available now but is too large to fit in the bulletin. If you would like to have a copy please let me know — Shane}

MENTIONED IN ALL THREE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS (Mt.12:31-32; Mk.3:28-30; Lk.12:10), blasphemy against
the Holy Spirit is a topic of great interest. For centuries, countless writers have taken on the task of
explaining Jesus’ discussion on the “eternal sin,” “blasphemy of the Holy Spirit,” or sometimes called,
“the unpardonable sin.” It is inconceivable to fathom the Father of all mercies (2 Cor.1:3-4) holding
back His grace and desire for mankind to be saved because someone blasphemed or slandered the
Holy Spirit at one point their life. As a result, many have commented on the passages mentioned but
few have agreed.

Some say blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is a onetime verbal statement related to the power
behind the miracles of Jesus. Those who would blaspheme (slander, defame, or reject) the Holy Spirit
would not be able to receive forgiveness. Those who hold this view see the blasphemy of the Holy
Spirit as a sin occurring during the earthly ministry of Jesus and not possible to commit today (See Kyle
Butt's article: Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit. www.apologeticspress.org).

(Continued on Page 2)
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Blasphemy of the Holy
Spirit

By: Shane Robinson (cont.)

Some see blasphemy of the Holy Spirit as the
rejection of the teachings of the Holy Spirit.
Hence, after the Holy Spirit confirmed the truth
and testimony of Jesus through the apostles and
prophets (and ultimately through the written word
— Jn.17:20; 20:30-31), those who would blaspheme
and reject His testimony would be left to their own
fate without any further efforts of salvation. Those
who hold this view see the blasphemy of the Holy
Spirit as a sin occurring after the earthly ministry of
Jesus (i.e. after the New Covenant was established)
and primarily applicable to those today who
persistently refuse to obey the laws of the Spirit
established in the New Testament (See David
Lipscomb: Queries and Answers. pp.386-387).

Some say blasphemy against the Holy Spirit was
a callous, evil, and malicious attitude fixed upon
denying the work of God through Jesus and the
Holy Spirit and not an impulsive exclamation
against the Holy Spirit. Those who hold this view
state the same attitude can be possessed today.
Although the eternal sin cannot be committed in
the exact same way those of Jesus day could have,
it can be committed today by those who
continually speak against God, Jesus, or the Holy
Spirit. Hence, as long as someone possesses this
damning attitude, they will never be forgiven (see
Wayne Jackson’s article: What is the eternal sin.
www.christiancourier.com).

To Be Continued

We Belong to Him

Set-up: Woody a toy cowboy, has some bad news

for his friend, Buzz Lightyear. Buzz, an astronaut,
is only a toy.

Synopsis of the scene (show and tell): Early in the
movie Woody shouts, “You're not a space ranger!
You're an action figure—a child’s plaything.” Only
after failing to fly, Buzz realizes the truth of
Woody'’s statement. Grief-stricken and
disillusioned, Buzz hangs his head in resignation,
declaring, “I'm just a stupid, little, insignificant
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toy.

Woody seeks to comfort his friend by underscoring
the love of the boy who owns them both. “You
must not be thinking clearly. Look, over in that
house, there’s a kid who thinks you're the greatest,
and it's not because you're a space ranger; it's
because you're his.”

As Buzz lifts his foot, he sees a label affixed to the
bottom of his boot. There in black permanent ink
is the name of the little boy to whom he belongs.
Seeing the mark of his owner, Buzz breaks into a
smile and takes on a new determination.

Concluding statement : We are not our own,
Scripture tells us. We are bought with a price,
bought by Jesus. We are His. The value of our lives
is not determined by our rank, our heroic action, or
our accomplishments. Our value is determined by
the One who has marked us—with His own blood—
as His own. —Leadership, Fall 2001, “"Show and
Tell.”

“Ye belong to Christ” —Mark 9:41
Via: Glad Tidings 4/8/2010
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SERVICES OFFERED

SUNDAY:
Bible Study — 9:30 am
Worship —10:30 am

Worship — 5:00 pm

TUESDAY:
Ladies Class —10:00 am

Lake Hills 459 0akHillRd.
e
( church of Christ

Office: 423.894.5373

Chattanooga, TN 37416

Tho Laks s Lilrary Spethight

Books selected in the spotlight are located on the table in the foyer and are available for checkout

A COMMENTARY ON ISAIAH, by Homer Hailey. An easy to read commentary with
emphasis on the Messianic hope.

THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS, by Ronald Y. K. Fung. An exegetical
commentary of The New International Commentary on the New Testament Series.

WEDNESDAY: MONTHLY DEVOTIONAL
Bible Study —7:00 pm 2nd Thursday of the month (6—8pm)

MONTHLY EVENTS TEEN SINGING
FIRST FRIDAY 2nd Sunday of the month

FELLOWSHIP (2:30—4pm)
1st Friday of the month ERLANGER PROGRAM

(potluck @ 6:00 pm) 4th Monday of the month
(roam—i2pm)

The Lake Hills Letter is a ministry of the Lake Hills church of Christ




